THE   GERMAN   CAULDRON

In the meantime what was happening to the
country? Germany was seething. Foreigners, little
desirous of penetrating beneath the surface, reported
that foul vapours were rising from the German
cauldon, but they did not feel seriously alarmed. They
did not realize that the shock of passions and the
excess of suffering were breeding a monstrous reaction
that bore within it the seed of an exasperated Prussian-
ism and another war.

Hitler and the obscure acolytes who led him into
power are the products of that seething cauldron.

Germany had lost the War, but that was not all.
The people were famished. Agricultural productivity
had declined throughout Europe. The Empires of
Central Europe had been bled white by the
blockade. A hundred and twenty million German
marks had been invested in war loans. The middle
class was proletarianized, the small rentiers expro-
priated. I do not believe that in 1922 more than three
per cent of the German population possessed a fortune
of five thousand gold marks. Insurance companies had
ceased all payments. Men and women who had spent
their lives scratching and saving to provide themselves
with a modicum of security for their old age were dying
in complete destitution. Disabled war pensioners drew
no pensions. And this state of affairs was not, as one
might suppose, the result of the onerous Treaty of
Versailles but the immediate consequence of the War
itself, which had ruined the country's economic life.

The immediate problem was that of demobilization.

29